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Tyg VESTAL VIRGIN ROOM "

'By ;m Sallis

most musxcxans lives lie a thousand

ness and Holiday Inn gigs, a failed
‘- marriage. or. two, problems with

fusion and gnawing self-doubt, the
-;Don and Dottie Baxter havé been

teaching and trying .to maintain
some 'kind of :normal life 'in . be-
; tween. They are deeply in love with
“ghe. another, _but-also caunous

. wotinded. _by. mutual heartbreak

/ing bright hopes fade as they start
“to grow, together .and irrévacably,
old."- Shortly  they- will - play. Las
Vegas, and this, surely, will be, the
break they've aWaited solong. . *;
7. But. here’ is. Dottie- after. their

looks pretty much like the old one;

made: Don happy, hasn’'t made me |
:’happy I fiever really thought it .

“lieved to have that: pmved I feel -
‘rushed, beaten..I want to' go hck
“my wounds, I want a hotie again; d
~ family, dnd I don't.care how many. .
geriatric cafeterias or Holiday Inns; -

having “'to ~impress* anybody We
proved we, weren't - bad: enough
“get' hooted “off thé ‘stand, Biit we
clearly not: good enough to ‘berock!

medxocre and we'll’ always be: that: -
-+ way. There won't be platinum" al
¢ ‘bums.: ‘Though I ‘feally’ didn't be-
' lieve:it 'would® happen ‘that 'it’s so:
~out of 1 ‘range makes me sorry I can't”

‘it énough that realizing we won't

“Don apart.” -
" &nd so Don and Dottie tour Iall

.. Behind the supposed glamour of 1

and:one. nights of road food, sick: -
~ drink ¢r drugs or both, sexual con- . |

Semieternal hope . of - a ' break.
‘ through of recognition and fame.

out there.on the front for years,” | .
touring two or, three months a year, - |

* bruised by disappointment, watch: |

q opening at the Vestal V gm Room ‘

tears A new ‘year’s-bégun, one that 4

but one:thing’s: clear.-This hasu't. -

‘would, but I al% thought I'd be re-

'I'have t6 play: that's my life, and 1 ©
“can hve itwith ‘dignity and wnhout E

‘dne s, The Vestal Vu;gm Room,{sr__a

‘eted to. stardom.’ We're " sturdxlyl

give it to Don. I guess I believed in

‘make it is painful; And it's tearmg' ’

or. a time apar‘t‘ and finally, tenta’ ; -

w of short storiesx
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Vestal Vu'gm Room. o

lvely, regather. -
“ I want to forestall all the’ trom
_ble the future holds,” Don thirks at:
_the novel's-end,: as he.and Dotti¢. ¢
‘come together’ spontaneous}y, fand'a’ ‘
“little. heditantly, over_ a popular® ;
. song, “but I alsc want to renve‘thefﬁ
" purity captiired  within the- soug;f'g
This may be all we ever get of pease'lg
or bliss. It's not énough, biit I'lk ,mm{xq
it for all that's there.”. v
Written: in present tensé 'Shlﬂl";
‘ing from Don’s point of view to Dot

For most of mankmd is “stm‘dily
~mediocre” and finds its sole solacé.
(not enough, but all'we have)'in
- ‘music and the arts, You know these
people You have asked them’ ‘out w
‘ coffee, eaten alongside themm»me
cafe ' weekday nights, sat’ besme
“them on the bus, danced and drank
o ‘Saturday -nights. as- they-cast .
their ragged musical nets froni .
some motel’s stage. - rEes
The size" of that stage. may. del* ;
“imit our relative successes, but it «

" can never diminish the creativesime . .
" pulses, the feelings, that make*wh_af :
Lo we uniquely and together are.: - |



